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Knights start 3-0; 
stand undefeated in 
conference 


By Jay COOREY 
Sports Editor 


Basketball season has kicked 
into gear, and so far, the Knights 
have been providing some solid 
play. NECC stands at 4-3 now, and 
shares the division lead with its 3-0 
record within the conference. One 
of the team captains, Willis 
Martinez, likes where his team 
stands, but realizes the Knights will 


need to be a lot better if they are to 
win in tournament play. 

The Knights just returned from a 
trip to New Jersey, being invited to a 
tournament to play against Division 
II Schools. The Knights lost their 
first game against College 
Community of Morris, 82-70.The 
Knights’ next game was a close 
bout, but they came up just short in 
a 76-75 loss to Essex County 
College out of New Jersey. With just 
four seconds to play, the dagger was 
delivered by Essex for the game. 

“It wasn't a good thing that we 
lost,” said Martinez, “But playing 
against division two teams is going 
to help us come playoff time.” 

While the offense has struggled 


Dustin Laca photo 
In preparation for the Thanksgiving holiday, the New Wind club at Northern 
Essex set up a donation box in the first-floor lobby of the Spurk Building. 


Knights have hot start on court 


for the most part this season, aver- 
aging 62 points per game, the 
Knights defense has been a spark, 
giving up just over 58 points per. 
Martinez currently ranks second on 
the team with 1.8 steals per contest. 

“We're definitely a more physi- 
cal team than last year,” said 
Martinez. “ Last year we were a 
smarter team, and we need to just 
work on mental lapses that have 
been hurting us late in the game.” 

NECC will take a couple of days 
off to rest up for its next match at 
home against Massachusetts Bay 
Community College. The Knights 
defeated Mass Bay earlier this sea- 
son by an eyelash, 58-57. 


Romney may run for president in ‘o8 


Current Mass. gov. 
says decision will 
come after holidays 


BOSTON (AP) — Republican 

- Gov. Mitt Romney, a potential 2008 
presidential candidate, said Friday 
he's bringing his top financial advis- 
ers to Massachusetts this weekend to 
thank them for helping him raise 


Romney, , who has been traveling 
extensively as he considers a cam- 
paign, said he will not be affected by 


Arizona Sen. John McCain or former 
New York City mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, fellow Republicans who 
announced this week they were 
establishing presidential exploratory 
committees. 

“I'm not planning something of 
that nature anytime soon — not with- 
in the next few weeks,” the governor 
said after a news conference on a 
local project. 

Romney said the focus of the 
weekend meeting, first reported by 
The Boston Globe, is to thank the 
people who helped raise $8.75 mil- 
lion for the Commonwealth PAC. 
Romney has used the committee to 


finance his travel and make dona- 
tions to candidates in critical presi- 
dential states such as Iowa, New 
Hampshire, South Carolina and 
Michigan. 

As for when he will announce his 
decision, the governor stuck with his 
previous statement that it will most 
likely be after New Year's Day. The 
governor is hosting his five sons, 
their wives and his nine grandchil- 
dren for Christmas at his vacation 
home in Deer Valley, Utah. 

“I'm planning on making my 
decision sometime after the holi- 
days,” Romney said. 


ts 


Northern Essex 
‘Community College 


© Trends 
Find winter warmth and style 
this season in cozy sweaters 


to be offered in spring 


Offering designed to 
acquaint students to 
a colleges resources 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
Contributing Reporter 


In the spring of 2007, Northern 
Essex Community College will be 
offering students a new course that 
will promote college success. 

“Students need goals, they have 
to stay motivated,” says Gene 
Wirtner, developmental reading 
curriculum coordinator. Wintner 
lead a team of nine faculty and staff 
members who collaborated to cre- 
ate the “College Success Seminar” 
course. 

The College Success Seminar is 
designed to acquaint students to the 
college and to the resources avail- 
able to them. The course will also 
help students develop skills, habits, 
and strategies that are essential to 
being successful in college. Some 
of these strategies include class- 
room learning skills, note taking, 
test taking, information literacy, 
career exploration and time man- 
agement. The course offers students 
a learning style assessment to 
understand exactly what methods 
will work best for them. 

Last year, NECC ran a survey 
asking students to rate factors that 
contribute to their success in 
school. The highest rated factor was 
management. 

“It's a powerful issue,” says 
Wintner of students who struggle 
with the pressure of work and 
school. The new course will teach 
students helpful techniques to find 
the balance between school, work 
and family. The course will also 
explore different career options to 
give students a better idea of what 
work field they might like to pur- 
sue. Students will also take a per- 
sonality inventory that will allow 
them to see what career choices are 
compatible with their personality 
traits. 

The course will also teach stu- 
dents how to do research. The 
course focuses on learning methods 
to find and evaluate information in 
web sites and other sources. 

“We're not introducing anything 
new to the school,” says Wintner. 
According to research, about 80 
percent of colleges across the coun- 
try, both public and private, offer a 
course similar to this. In 
Massachusetts, 12 to 13 other com- 


munity colleges also offer the 
course 

A process management team 
developed the College Success 
Seminar. The team includes 
Wintner, Terry Cargan, Jim Brown, 
Mike Broughton, Rob Parker, 
Karen Mitchell, Gail Stuart, Ginny 
Anderson and Sherri Acevedo. 

The course is a three credit, 
transferable course and satisfies a 
free elective. There are two sections 
available in the spring. The 
Haverhill section will offer the 
course on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from | p.m. to 1:50 
p-m. The instructors are Rob Parker 
and Stefanie Forster. The Lawrence 
section will offer the course on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:15 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. The instructors 
for the Lawrence section are 
Melissa Juchniewicz and Xavier 
Palaez. 

Dr. Ralph Wade of Haverhill 
was recently named coordinator of 
Northern Essex Community 
College’s new Paramedic 
Technology program. He brings 
more than 20 years of emergency 
medical care to the position. 

Wade received his Bachelor of 
Arts in biology from Merrimack 
College, and his medical degree in 
biology from the University of 
Massachusetts Medical School ‘in 
Worcester. 

He has worked in emergency 
services at a number of area health 
facilities including North Shore 
Medical Center/Salem Hospital, 
Atlanticare Medical Center, North 
Shore Trauma Center, Lynn, Mass., 
and the former Hale Hospital in ~ 
Haverhill. 

“Dr. Wade is well experienced 
in emergency medical care, having 
worked as an emergency room 
physician for more than 20 years,” 
said Paul Bevilacqua, retired vice 
president and dean of academic 
affairs at NECC. “In addition, he 
has teaching experience in a basic 
EMT Program and holds an associ- 
ate faculty appointment at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Medical School. His interpersonal 
and teaching skills are evident in 
his interactions with the students.” 

The associate degree in para- 


"medic technology prepares students 


for careers in emergency medical 
service. The program is presented 
through a series of lecture, lab, hos- 
pital clinical and field internship 
experiences. The program is open 
to registered and experienced 
EMTs. 
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Christmas comes 
earlier every year 


| _ EDITORIAL | 

When our parents were kids, 
Christmastime started ats, 
Christmastime. When the last of the 
Thanksgiving turkey had been made 
into soup and sandwiches, when 
December had announced its presence 
with frozen lakes and falling snow, the 
strings of lights would come out of 
storage and “It's A Wonderful Life” 
would start airing on TV. 

Today, Christmas arrives like that 
guest that comes an hour early for a 
party and gets in your way tasting the 
food and listening to your CDs and 
putting them back in the wrong cases. 

The lights and evergreens were 
strung up in the mall the week before 
Halloween. Since Nov. 1, Starbucks 
has been selling eggnog-flavored cof- 
fee in red, snowflaked cups. And 
Oldies 103.3 has exclusively been 
playing holiday music for weeks 
already. 

Do not mistake this for “humbug- 
gery” or a product of the oh-so-last- 
year “War on Christmas.” Its origins or 
affiliations aside, Christmas is a part of 
the fabric of American society, and 
even those who do not celebrate have 
accepted and respected its presence for 
generations. 

But this is not the Christmas of our 
parents. When did Christmas become 


this abrasively commercial? When did 
it cease to be a holiday, and instead 
became a months-spanning holiday 
season? 

Like all insidious forces, it hap- 
pened slowly. First Christmas crept 
from mid-December backwards 
through November. Decorations began 
to evolve from a tree in the living room 
and a wreath on the front door to the 
oh-so-popular giant, inflatable, glow- 
ing snowmen and Santas that fill our 
front yards and drain our electric bills. 

By the time Christmastime actual- 
ly rolls around now, people are so 
supersaturated with fake holiday cheer 
that they're sick of the whole thing. 
They barely have enough money or 
energy left to pick up a handful of 
impersonal gift cards for their friends 
and family. 

Somebody has to make it stop. 
Somebody has to start a movement 
back toward where we started. It can 
happen slowly. Every year, we can 
push the beginning of the holiday sea- 
son back a little bit further toward Dec. 
25. Every year, we can remove a few 
more strings of lights from our houses. 
We can think a little bit more about 
who we love and why, instead of what 
we're going to get for presents and how 
much they'll be worth. 

Somebody has to do it. Or else 
before we know it, we'll be drinking 
eggnog coffee the day after Labor Day. 


Correction 
Earlier editions of this issue of the Observer were removed from 
newsstands as a result of a typographical error on Page One. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer weicomes letters from our readers 


Letters for publication may be 


submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the newsroom, located in Rm 


C-222 in the Spurk building 


All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verification. 
Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line or risk not being 


received by the Observer email system 


le prefer s: 
observer 


missions via email: 
necc.mass.equ 


“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 
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What do you have to be thankful 
for this Thanksgiving? 


ie 2 "SS 


Chad Higgins, Computer Science 
“Family.” 


Danny Martinez, Hotel Mngmt. 
“Being alive, and eating a good meal 
with my family. Being grateful for 
what you have.” 


Cassandra Saede, Nursing 
“Friendships!” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Kate Maloney, Liberal Arts 
“My family and being alive. And 
food in the fridge!” 


Samantha Troy, Nursing 
“Definitely my family.” 


Amanda Edwards, Gen. Studies 
“My family and my health.” 
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Bringing rapists to justice in Pakistan 


A nation with problems 
takes a step forward in 
women's rights 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


“A woman 
is raped every 
two hours, and 
gang-raped 
every 
hours in 
Pakistan. 2 
This statistic, 
provided on 
the BBC News 
website by 


eight 


Under these circumstances, it is 
virtually impossible to convict a 
male of rape. Even worse, if a 
woman accuses a man of rape but 
fails to produce said witnesses, it is 
extremely likely that she will be 
charged for adultery — the penalty 
of which is stoning or lashing. You 
see that happy little statistic at the 
top of the page? It's no longer rele- 
vant. Given the number of women 
who know they cannot produce the 
witnesses they need, it's no surprise 
that most rapes go un-reported. 

However, much to the dismay 
of extreme fundamental- 
ists, Pakistan's national assembly 
has voted to amend the nation's 
strict laws. Should President 
Musharraf ratify the law, this would 
mean a huge step forward for 


Islamic 


brother did. He had been seen in the 
company of one of the young 
women of the elder's family. When 
Mai went to the elders to apologize 
for her brother's actions, she was 
dragged away by several men and 
gang-raped in a nearby hut. 

Unlike most Pakistani women, 
who often resort to suicide, Mai 
brought the case straight to court, 
accusing 14 men in both plotting 
and committing the crime. Of the 
14, six were given the death penal- 
ty, while eight were freed. But Mai, 
an exceptional woman, did not stop 
there. She appealed to the court 
against the eight men who walked. 
In the meantime, she was given 
compensation money, which she 
used to found two schools in her 
village. 


Pakistan's _ Human Rights women's rights in Pakistan. But that's when Mai's lack of 
Commission, is yet another look at The controversy against witnesses was called in. Because 
how badly women she did not have 
are mistreated in nate ious four male wit- 
other parts of the nesses to the 
fobs ° : ae : 
What. makes +» Whenever progress is made in the field — «rime, ros 
P ° three years later a 
this fact even Of human rights, whether the country 4,..° of evi. 
worse is not the involved is still rife with conflict or not, dence” _ verdict 


frequency of the 
crime, but the diffi- 
culty in actually 
prosecuting a 
rapist. To successfully convict a 
man of rape, a woman must suc- 
cessfully produce four male wit- 
nesses. That's right — FOUR. 
Something tells me that the gang- 
rapists don't count either. 


you can’t help but see it as a good thing. 


Pakistan's rape policies all began 
when a young woman, Mukhtar 
Mai, was gang-raped under the 
orders of the elders of a neighbor- 
ing village, as punishment for 
something foolish her 12-year-old 


was handed down, 
allowing the free- 
dom of five of the 
condemned men. 
Only one man remained in prison, 
but his sentence was reversed from 
the death penalty to life in prison. 
But the length of her legal bat- 
tle garnered world-wide attention, 
leading to the recent decision to 


Sometimes you feel like a nut 


Dont support 
Republicans... unless 
you admire Hitler, 
apparently... 


By ANTHONY TIANI 
Contributing Reporter 


Over the past several weeks, I 
have had the displeasure of reading 
several opinion articles in our 
school newspaper by one Miss 
Kimberly Ann Denault. By “dis- 
pleasure” I mean I've had to have 
someone hold me down every time 
I read them so that I 
don't attempt to 
remove my own 
eyeballs. Yes ladies 
and gentlemen, I 
have discovered 
that you can actual- 
ly suffer pain by 
reading. 

The latest unin- 
telligible rant that 
Miss Denault hap- 
hazardly lashed 
together was about 
the recent random searches that 
some T stations are now enforcing. 
While I certainly agree that they 
are a useless tool used to put us at 
some ease, I wouldn't go as far as 
comparing them to the NAZI 
regime tactics — because Nazis 
were, for the most part, I don't 
know... PURE EVIL!!! 

Come on Miss _ Denault! 
Comparing people with different 
views on society and culture to 


Hitler is sooooo0000000 2004 
presidential election. Get with the 
times. Mitt Romney is a NAZI? 
Really? Have you ever read a histo- 
ty book, or does your reading time 
only consist of High Times and 
How to Convince People of Your 
Flawed/Paranoid Logic By Using 
Hyperboles Quarterly? 

This kind of banter is a large 
part of the reason why we can't 
move forward as a country. On one 
side we have fear-mongering con- 
servatives who wish to scare us into 
voting for them. However on the 
flip side we have people like you 
who criticize this fear-mongering 


‘with more fear-rhetoric like this 


Ls Se 


‘Concentration camps didn’t happen overnight 
either.’ Yes, because every time I step on the T, 
I honestly wonder if the sassy lady behind the 
ticket booth is really trying to ship me off to a 
death camp where I will get punched in the 
throat for even sneezing. 


gem: “Concentration camps didn't 
happen overnight either.” Yes, 
because every time I step on the T, 
I honestly wonder to myself if the 
sassy lady behind the ticket booth 
is really trying to ship me off to a 
death camp where I will get 
punched in the throat for even 
sneezing. 

I know I have never met you, 
Miss Denault, but just looking at 


your writing, I already have a pret- 


ty good impression of what kind of 
person you are. You strike me as 
the type who chains themselves up 
to a Starbucks with a peace symbol 
drawn on your face screaming, 
“Make trade fair!” while wearing 
an End racism now shirt. I say this 
because you quickly segue from 
public transportation to Saddam 
Hussein. (By the way, I love your 
idea for taking him out secretly 
instead of invading Iraq. Civil War 
would certainly have not broken 
out then). 

It is precisely that garbled mes- 
sage that turns many people off to 
liberalism. Extremist views will 
always make people turn a blind 
eye to situations. 
If you want to get 
the word out on 
something that is 
troubling you, try 
having a clear, 
defined message 
and facts to back 
that up. Ending 
every sentence 
with an exclama- 
tion point and 
calling everyone 
Hitler will only 
make you look like a fool. I'm not 
saying you are one since I have 
never met you, but your incoherent 
babbling does not prove otherwise. 

I am actually quite interested in 
meeting you in person and maybe 
debating several issues. Please con- 
tact the editor if you want my e- 
mail address. But that's only if you 
want the Big Brother corporations 
watching what you type! 

(Cue spooky music.) 


ratify rape laws in Pakistan. 
Whenever progress is made in 
the field of human rights, whether 
the country involved is still rife 
with conflict or not, you can't help 
but see it as a good thing. It is my 
firm belief that all humans and all 
nations will keep moving forward, 
until eventually, they can enjoy the 
peace and that is in 
enjoyed in North America and most 


freedom 


A letter Toot Frank Dasara 


Dear Editor, 

I wish to extend heartfelt thanks 
to all the students, faculty and staff of 
NECC who have been so supportive 
of me for the past year. On a recent 
visit to the Haverhill campus, I was 
greeted with warm hugs and words of 
congratulations on winning a settle- 
ment. I am most appreciative of all 
the good wishes. 

During my absence from school I 
worked as a tour guide, something I 
enjoy very much and will probably 
pursue if | choose to retire at the end 
of the school year. 


European countries. 

Meanwhile, Islamic fundamen- 
talists are regarding this move as 
“lewd” and an opportunity to “turn 
Pakistan into a free-sex zone.” 
They argue that the current rape 
laws are fine and in line with the 
teachings of Islam. 

But as usual, the fundamental- 
ists are wrong. 


I have especially missed working 
with my students, whom I was unable 
to contact prior to the settlement. | 
hope that anyone who would like to 
contact me would send me an e-mail 
at frank03904@netzero.com. And I 
expect to attend ESL gatherings and 
other school events. 

At this Thanksgiving season, my 
sincere thanks go out to all my 
friends at NECC. 


Frank DeSarro 
Former ESL Professor 


Learning something new about 
the people we’ve always known 


Dear Editor, 

This letter is in regards to the 
story written by Ripley Doten fea- 
tured in the Nov. 8 edition of the 
Observer. I have known Karen 
Postle, the person written about in 
the story, in high school four years 
ago. When I began to read the article, 
I was surprised to learn her interests 
and hobbies. After all the small talks 
we have had, I never knew that she 


enjoyed long-boarding. I think that 
choosing a student and talking to 
them and finding out what they do in 
their spare time is a great idea for a 
story. It gives many more options and 
diverse opportunities for people to 
get out and try new things. So in con- 
clusion, | think that would be a good 
column to continue publishing. 


Jennifer Bernard 


“It is the duty of every citizen according to 
his best capacities to give validity to his con- 
victions in political affairs.” 

-- Albert Einstein 


“Crime does not pay... as well as politics.” 
-- Alfred E. Newman 


“Man is by nature a political animal.” 
-- Aristotle 


“Being in politics is like being a football 
coach. You have to be smart enough to 
understand the game, and dumb enough to 


think it’s important.” 


-- Eugene McCarthy 


“Most people assume the fights are going to 
be the left versus the right, but it is always 
the reasonable versus the jerks.” 

-- Jimmy Wales 


“The word ‘politics’ is derived from the word 
‘poly’, meaning ‘many’ and the word ‘ticks’, 


meaning ‘blood-sucking parasites’. 


-- Larry Hardiman 
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‘Tis the season... to die shopping 


Never shop on ‘Black 
Friday’ without a 
plan for your survival 


By DUSTIN LUCA 
Editor 


Normally, the holiday shopping 
season is a chaotic, depressing and pos- 
sibly life-threatening period of time 
that many of us would rather TiVo 
through effortlessly. But we can't, and 
this fact alone can account for up to 80 
percent of unexplained suicides that 
take place in November and December. 

But this year, things are different. 
So grab your wallet, car keys and the 
nearest chainsaw available — we're 
going SHOPPING. 

The holiday shopping season kicks 
off every year on a day known 
throughout America's retailers as Black 
Friday. Designated as the busiest sin- 
gle shopping day of the entire year, the 
Friday following Thanksgiving earned 
its name centuries ago after a small vil- 
lage of pilgrims held a holiday sale on 
pieces of wood, resulting in the deaths 
of thousands of British soldiers. 

Nowadays, Black Friday is a great 
excuse for retailers to offer insane bar- 
gains on products, usually in “Early 
Bird” form. This means if you're not 
cunning enough to camp outside of a 
store at four in the morning, then you're 
not getting anybody anything nice for 
Christmas. And then all of your loved 
ones will hate you and try to kick you 
out of the family. 

Anyway, the shopping chaos does- 
n't end on Black Friday. It actually 


continues for almost a month as the 
days to Christmas gradually fly by ina 
crazy hurricane of spectacular holiday 
savings and the deaths of anybody 
bringing 15 items or more into express 
checkout lines. During these days, 
most of the good gifts are nowhere to 
be found, already purchased by early 
bird shoppers, so everybody still shop- 
ping is usually left fighting over decks 
of playing cards and packs of tube 
socks. 

This year, however, most of the 
biggest circulars and advertisement 
flyers for Black Friday have leaked 
onto the Internet weeks ahead of the 
shopping season’s Super Bowl, which 
has resulted in nothing more than pure 
chaos and hell fire all across the retail 
landscape. This can only speak of more 
horrible things come 
Black Friday. Being 
said, there are a few 
things you should be 
mindful of if you expect 
to drive within 10 miles 
of a retail store any time 
before Christmas (unless 
it's currently July, which 
it isn't). 

If you're daring enough to shop on 
Black Friday, then the first thing to be 
cognizant of, of course, is that you 
should be prepared for anything. And 
I mean anything. There could be 
demonic people at Wal-Mart capable 
of opening a portal to their kitchen at 
home so they can summon flying 
grapefruit to their side just to assist 
them in keeping you out of the way of 
their need to get a hold of that awe- 
some $15 telephone. This is why you 
shouldn't leave your car without some 
sort ofa lethal weapon, such as a chain- 
saw or shotgun loaded with silver gar- 


lic-coated pellets (to kill any savings- 
hungry vampires that try to get in your 
way, of course. After all, vampires do 
love saving money). 

Personally, I would choose to bring 
the chainsaw with you, because then 
you'll be able to cut in line without 
argument. 

You should also be mindful of the 
fact that everybody around you is prob- 
ably armed as well. So come prepared 
for this as well—and by prepared, | 
mean hire ninjas to help you get into 
the store. You will also need them 
once you get to the checkout lines, and 
to the things you actually want to buy. 
They'll also come in handy at traffic 
lights, gas stations, and maybe at the 
bank should you need to rob one for 
any reason 


You should also bundle up with the 


heaviest grade of inpenetrable body 
armor you can get your hands on. 


You should also bundle up with the 
heaviest grade of impenetrable body 
armor you can get your hands on, along 
with sufficient head protection, elbow 
pads, knee pads and a scarf. It's going 
to be cold outside, so you don't want to 
catch a cold while waiting in line for 
stores to open. 

In order to ensure that you will be 
able to get the best gifts for your loved 
ones this season, you should expect to 
not sleep at all after Thanksgiving. As 
soon as you are home and no relatives 
are in sight, grab the following items 
and put them in your car: a tent, char- 


coal-grill, kerosene, matches, charcoal, 
three gallons of water, hamburgers 
(with buns and condiments), a good 
book with a lot of pages (so you can 
burn it if you mun out of charcoal), land 
mines, a pocket laser-guided rocket 
defense system and an extra chainsaw 
(just in case you wear down the blades 
of the one you have with you already) 

Once these items are all in your 
car, it should be roughly 10 p.m. on 
Thanksgiving night. So, leave no later 
than 10:30 and set up camp as close to 
the front door of the store as humanly 
possible. If you leave a minute past 
10:30, all hope will be lost this holiday 
season 

And don't think you'll be going to 
sleep at all while waiting to get into the 
store. Absolutely not. If you set up the 
rocket defense 
system correct- 


it firing at chip- 
munks, squir- 
rels and people 
asking for a 
burger will 
keep you 
awake all night. 

When the store opens, the best 
thing you can do is draw your weapon 
of choice and abandon your post to run 
into the store, screaming in a heroic 
warrior-like manner toward the elec- 
tronics department. You shouldn't 
have to worry about anybody taking 
anything you left outside, because 
everybody will be too busy charging 
into the store to notice that there's a 
slightly used grill on the sidewalk left 
unattended. 

After you get the items you intend 
to purchase, the next big step is to get 
to the check-out with those items. This 


PART-TIME PACKAGE HANDLERS 


for various shifts at the UPS Chelmsford facility 
Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


ly, the sound of 


may sound easy, but when you have 
one of the only $20 DVD players in 
your possession, you'd be surprised at 
what people would do to get that DVD 
player. So be prepared. Guard your 
goods with your life. And if anybody 
tries to take anything, use your head 
remove theirs with the chainsaw 

Once you make your purchase, the 
next step is to leave the store with the 
goods. By the time you actually leave 
the store (this is assuming you actually 
got into the store in the first place), the 
entrance will be reduced to camage 
and buming piles of chaos. So you 
will need to time your escape from the 
store perfectly, utilizing a series of 
carefully crafted jumps, hops, spins 
and kung fu noises. If executed cor- 
rectly, you should be able to leave the 
store in, at best, critical condition 

Out in the parking lot, the laws of 
the retail store will not protect you and 
your shopping cart full of gifts. So you 
will need to make a mad dash for the 
car, load it quickly, and get out of there. 
The ninjas will come in handy at this 
part of the opreation. And once you 
return home and unload your car, be 
sure to go back to the store and get your 
grill. 

Then go to the hospital to get those 
gunshot wounds taken care of. 

For everybody who will be doing 
their shopping after Black Friday, I 
would like to conclude by saying that 
you are all very brave, and before 
everybody you know kills you because 
you got them gift certificates for 
Christmas again, I would like to thank 
you for reading this column. I enjoyed 
the time I spent with you, and hope you 
know that in your absence this holiday 
season, you will be missed... 

Maybe. 


Indwiduals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS, 
Explore the benefits of working as a Part-Time Package Handler 
at a growing Fortune 500 Company. 


Our Benefits Package bydudes: 


Medical & Dental - 401(K) = Tuition: Assistance « Holidays Off « Paid Vacations 
UPS Bonus Program and Mucl> Moret! 


EARN &| crypto 
IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCELI! 


fan & - 


APPLY ONLINE: 


1,500 rex senesr 


upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 
UPS « 90 Back Kiln Road « Chelrnsford, MA 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Playstation 3 causes 
stir in Conneticut 


HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
Two armed thugs tried to rob a line 
of people waiting for the new 
PlayStation 3 game system to go on 
sale early Friday and shot one man 
who refused to give up his money, 
authorities said. 

In Sullivan, Ind., a man was in 
critical condition after emergency 
surgery for a stab wound after he 
and a friend tried to rob two men of 
consoles they waited 36 hours in 
line to buy, police said. 

Nationwide, short supplies of 
the PS3 and strong demand led to 
long lines of buyers, some waiting 
for days outside stores. Once the 
doors opened Friday, they pushed 
and shoved their way to the shelves 
in several cities to get at the limited 
supply. Two people were arrested in 
Fresno, Calif., after a crowd tram- 
pled people in a parking lot. 

It was about 3 a.m. when the 
two gunmen in Putnam, a town of 
about 9,000 residents in northeast 
Connecticut, confronted 15 to 20 
people standing outside a Wal-Mart 
store and demanded money, said 
State Police Lt. J. Paul Vance. 

“One of the patrons resisted. 
That patron was shot,” Vance said. 

Vance said the gunmen fled 
after shooting Michael Penkala, 21, 
of Webster, Mass., in the chest and 
shoulder. Penkala was in stable con- 
dition at the University of 
Massachusetts Medical Center in 
Worcester, Mass., with injuries not 
believed to be life-threatening, 
Vance said. 


NASA launches orb 
to search for missing 
spacecraft 


PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 
NASA on Friday enlisted the help 
of a space probe orbiting Mars to 
search for another spacecraft miss- 
ing around the Red Planet. 

The Mars Global Surveyor lost 
touch with Earth for two days ear- 
lier this month. Last week, engi- 
neers received a weak signal with 
no data. Since then, the spacecraft 
has not confirmed receiving a com- 
mand to point one of its transmit- 
ters to Earth. 

On Friday, the space agency 
directed another probe, the Mars 
Reconnaissance Orbiter, to use its 
cameras to scan the area where the 
Global Surveyor might be. 

Scientists will not know until 
early next week whether the 
Reconnaissance Orbiter located the 
missing probe, said Veronica 
McGregor, spokeswoman for 
NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
which manages both spacecraft. 

“We still don't know if it's in 
the field of view,” McGregor said. 

Launched on Nov. 7, 1996, to 
systematically map Mars, the 
Global Surveyor is the longest- 
operating Martian exploration 
craft. 
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NECC names new Trustee 


Bradford resident 
Joins existing board 


of nine at college 


Kevin P. Flaherty of Bradford, a 
special projects coordinator for the 
City of Haverhill’s Highway 
Department as well as proprietor of 
the J.M. Flaherty Construction 
Company, has been appointed to a 
five-year term on the Northern Essex 
Community College Board of 
Trustees by Governor Mitt Romney, 
effective immediately. 

“As a non-traditional student, 
who only recently graduated from 


Northern Essex, Kevin brings with 
him a knowledge and understanding 
of the college and its mission from a 
very personal level,” says Northern 
Essex President David Hartleb. 
“Kevin’s experiences at NECC com- 
bined with his self-taught business 
acumen are a great mix for the board. 
We are happy to have him join us.” 
Flaherty is a graduate of Whittier 
Regional Vocational Technical High 
School. He graduated from NECC in 
May of 2005 with an associate’s 
degree in liberal arts. In addition to 
running J.M. Flaherty Construction 
and working for the City of 
Haverhill, Flaherty has served on the 
board of directors for the Haverhill 


Municipal Credit Union and the 
Haverhill Boys’ Club. He is a former 
member of the board of directors for 
the Haverhill Boxing Club and 
founded Toys on the Common, 
which collects toys for needy boys 
and girls. He has also served as a 
coach for the Haverhill Recreation 
football league. 

The college’s Board of Trustees 
includes nine members who are 
appointed by the governor of the 
state to a maximum of two five-year 
terms as well as an alumni-elected 
member, who also serves a maxi- 
mum of ten years, and a student 
trustee who serves for two semesters. 


Deval Patrick chooses 
first term transition team 


19 member team is 
chosen for upcoming 
representative seats 


BOSTON (AP) — Deval 
Patrick selected the chief executive 
of New England's largest child 
welfare agency as his chief of staff 
and named 19 people to his transi- 
tion committee as he plans his 
move into Massachusetts gover- 
nor's office. 

Patrick selected Joan Wallace- 
Benjamin, CEO of the Home for 
Little Wanderers 
and a former pres- 
ident of the Urban 
League of 
Massachusetts, as 
his chief of staff. 
The nonprofit 
Home for Little 
Wanderers offers 
children and fami- 
ly services. 

“TI am honored 
and humbled to assist the new gov- 
ernor in the all-important work of 
improving the quality of life for 
the people of our Commonwealth,” 
Wallace-Benjamin said. 

Patrick also chose John Walsh 
his campaign manager to serve as 
director of the transition commit- 
tee. 

Patrick had previously named 
Michael Angelini, Ron Homer and 


Gloria Larson as co-chairmen of 
the transition team. On Friday, 
Patrick named a fourth member of 
the team, Kristin Demong, who 
Patrick said brings 30 years of 
management and leadership expe- 
rience in the private sector and 
human resources to the team. 

The four will oversee the 19- 
member transition committee, 
filled with representatives of labor, 
business, health care providers and 
higher education. Among the union 
representatives were Kathleen 
Kelley, the former head of the state 
chapter of the American Federation 
of Teachers and Michael Grunko, 


eT el ea os 


This team had very important work 
ahead of it. 


-Deval Patrick 
Governor-elect of Massachusetts 


president of the Service Employee 
International Union, Local 509. 

Patrick, the first Democrat 
elected governor in 16 years, said 
he picked committee members who 
represented a wide range of profes- 
sional backgrounds and experi- 
ences. He said his goal is to bring 
people with strong, and in some 
cases undiscovered talents, into 
state government. 

“This team had very important 


work ahead of it,” Patrick said in a 
written statement. “I have confi- 
dence in this committee's collec- 
tive experience, their willingness 
to listen to all points of view, and 
their ability to focus on the areas 
that matter most to Massachusetts 
residents.” 

The team will conduct a review 
of state government and make pol- 
icy and personnel recommenda- 
tions to Patrick and Lieutenant 
Governor-elect Tim Murray. The 
next step in the transition process 
is for Patrick to announce the 
members of working groups, each 
charged with looking at the nitty 
gritty of specific 
area of state gov- 
ernment. The 
working groups 
will help come 
up with policy 
priorities and 
budget proposals. 

Patrick made 
several other per- 
sonnel announce- 
ments on Friday. 
Attorney Ben Clements, a former 
federal prosecutor and litigation 
expert, will serve as Patrick's chief 
legal counsel. Richard Chacon, 
who served as Patrick's deputy 
campaign manager, was named 
communications director for the 
transition team. Larry Carpman 
and Doug Rubin, both of whom 
worked on the campaign, will also 
help with the transition. 


Local college student arrested 
for terrorism threat 


BOSTON (AP) — A college 
student was arrested Wednesday on 
charges he made a false threat 
claiming that a Muslim man would 
conduct a suicide-bomb attack on 
the Sears Tower in Chicago, author- 
ities said. 

Adam Hart, 21, of Georgetown, 
pleaded not guilty in U.S. District 
Court to a one-count indictment 
charging him with maliciously con- 
veying false information. He was 
released on $10,000 bond, the U.S. 
Attorney's office said. 

Hart was a student at the 
University of Massachusetts- 
Dartmouth on April 22, when he 


allegedly sent an e-mail to the 
National Security Agency. The e- 
mail named a college student in 
Chicago whom Hart said he 
believed planned to detonate a 
bomb at the Sears Tower, prosecu- 
tors said. 

Based on Hart's message, 
authorities in Chicago began secur- 
ing the Sears Tower and investigat- 
ed the person Hart identified. 

The investigation revealed 
Hart's message to be false, and that 
Hart allegedly sent “ethnically 
derogatory” e-mail messages to the 
man in the days before contacting 
the NSA. 


Hart allegedly e-mailed the stu- 
dent in Chicago after contacting the 
NSA and said he “ratted him out,” 
according to U.S. Attorney Michael 
J. Sullivan. 

“Hoax bomb threats prey on the 
public's worst fears and divert the 
time, attention and _ precious 
resources of law enforcement from 
its true mission,” Sullivan said in a 
prepared statement. 

Hart has since transferred to 
UMass-Amherst. He has no phone 
listing in the Amherst area. He did 
not immediately return a call after a 
message was left at his parents’ 
home in Georgetown. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Hopeful Iraqis gradually 
take lead in policing 
oil-rich Kirkuk 


KIRKUK, Iraq (AP) — A 
voice crackles through a two-way 
radio as U.S. soldiers patrol the 
dusty streets of this northern Iraqi 
city: A roadside bomb has explod- 
ed downtown, and there are casu- 
alties. 

It's a routine call across Iraq, 
but one thing is different here in 
Kirkuk: The voice on the radio is 
Iraqi, not American. 

Iraqi forces are gradually tak- 
ing the lead in policing Kirkuk, 
where sectarian violence is scant 
compared to places like Baghdad 
250 kilometers (156 miles) south. 

For the U.S. troops who've 
trained them, it means they're 
closer to finishing the job and 
going home. 

American soldiers transferred 
authority to one Iraqi unit in 
Kirkuk in early autumn, and two 
others are scheduled for mid- 
January. By the time the Army's 
2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry heads 
home to Hawaii next summer, 
about half the Iraqi forces in 
Kirkuk — army and police — will 
be under Iraqi command, said Lt. 
Col. Michael Browder, a 45-year- 
old Clarksville, Tennessee, native 
in charge of training the units. 

“They're in the lead, but they 
still have on their training 
wheels,” Browder said with a wry 
smile. He left this week to lead a 
mission organized and executed 
by Iraqi forces, going after a sus- 
pected terrorist group south of 
Kirkuk. 


Thousands protest 
against neo-Nazis at 
German WWII 
cemetery 


HALBE, Germany (AP) — 
Thousands of people gathered near 
Germany's biggest World War II 
soldiers' cemetery on Saturday to 
protest against far-right extremism. 

Demonstrators formed a 
human chain near the cemetery in 
Halbe, south of Berlin, and heard 
speeches from politicians and 
musicians at a rally. 

“No more facism and no more 
war — all democrats in Germany 
must stand up for that,” said 
Matthias Platzeck, governor of the 
state of Brandenburg. 

The protest, backed by an 
alliance of mainstream political 
parties, went ahead even though 
police banned an annual demon- 
stration there by neo-Nazi groups. 

Some 700 far-right supporters 
instead gathered on Saturday at 
another war-era cemetery in 
Seelow, about 100 kilometers (60 
miles) further east. 

Politicians are vowing to step 
up efforts to counter the spread of 
far-right ideology, especially in the 
former communist east, after a 
spate of incidents involving sus- 
pected neo-Nazis. 
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Find the transfer college for you 


Over 40 colleges 
were represented at 
Transfer College Day 


By JONI QUINN 
Features Editor 


It's that time of year again that 
most students dread — choosing a 
transfer college. With so many dif- 
ferent colleges out there, how can 
you know which one 
is right for you? 

To help students 
make an informed 


decision, the 
Academic Advising 
Center hosted its 
annual Transfer 
College Day on 
Nov. 22 on the first 
floor of the 


Technology Center 
on the Haverhill 


campus from 10 
a.m. to | p.m. 
Representatives 


from over 40 colleges and universi- 
ties located in Massachusetts, Maine 
and New Hampshire attended the 
‘event. All Massachusetts state col- 
leges and universities attended to 


Tufts University is among the top universities in the United States 
and offers extensive liberal arts, sciences and engineering programs. 


recruit students from the joint admis- 
sions program, which provides 
NECC graduates guaranteed admis- 
sion to most Massachusetts state col- 
leges and UMASS. 

“We're very pleased with the 
number of colleges that are partici- 
pating this year,” said Grace 
Dimmick, associate dean of academ- 
ic advising, in a press release. 
“Colleges are interested in recruiting 
our students since they know they 
are well prepared and likely to suc- 
ceed at the four-year institution.” 
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Colleges are interested in recruiting 
our students since they know they are 
well prepared and likely to succeed at 
the four-year institution. 


-Grace Dimmick, associate dean of 
academics 


Some prestigious four-year pri- 
vate colleges were also represented, 
including Tufts University, Smith 
College and Amherst College. 

Tufts University was founded in 
1852 and is recognized among the 


top universities in the United States. 
It offers extensive and highly regard- 
ed liberal arts, sciences and engi- 
neering programs. Tufts balances 
teaching with research and encour- 
ages students to develop strong ana- 
lytical skills. Tufts campuses are 
located in Boston, Grafton, and 
Medford/Somerville. 

Smith College was founded in 
1871 and has provided women with 
an education of uncompromising 
quality. It is the nation's largest liber- 
al arts college for women. Smith 
offers 1,000 
courses in more 
than 50 areas of 
study and _ has 
approximately 90 
chartered student 
organizations with 
a range of services 
and activities. 

Amherst 
College was 
founded in 1821 
and is regarded as 
the premier liberal 
arts college in the 
nation. It offers a Bachelor of Arts 
in 33 fields of study. Amherst 
College’s financial aid packages are 
consistently the most generous in the 
nation. 

At Transfer Day, students were 


Courtesy photo 


given packets that include materials 
to help assist them in the transfer 
process. Prior to the event, students 
were asked to come with a copy of 
their transcripts, including unofficial 
copies if they chose, for on-the-spot 
admissions or to discuss their status 


This event was free and open to 
the public, with prizes available to 
participants and pizza for attendees. 
For more information on transferring 
to another college, contact the 
Academic Advising Center at 978- 
556-3400. 


Smith College is the nation’s largest liberal arts 


college for women. 


Courtesy photo 


Amherst College has financial aid packages available for students 
that are consistently the most generous in the nation. 


Storyteller to be featured on campus 


Judith Black recently 
inducted into National 
Storytelling Networks 
Circle of Excellence 


Join award-winning storyteller 
Judith Black as she portrays Lucy 
Stone (1818-1893), the best known 
female orator of her era, as part of 
the White Fund Enlightenment 
Series presented by Northern Essex 
Community College on Sunday, 
Dec. 10, at 2 p.m. in the White 
Fund Room on the Amesbury Street 
extension campus in Lawrence. 

Come meet Lucy Stone, a con- 
temporary of Susan B. Anthony and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and enter 
her world as she overcomes every 
obstacle to become the “shining 
star” of the antislavery and 
women's rights movements. 

Black, the widely-published, 
professional storyteller with a 
national following, was recently 


inducted into the National 
Storytelling Network's Circle of 
Excellence “for exceptional com- 
mitment and exemplary contribu- 
tion to the art of storytelling.” 

Black has been a featured story- 
teller around the country as well as 
in Canada and Israel and has 
received numerous awards. 

The White Fund's purpose is to 
have a free series of interactive pre- 
sentations for Lawrence area 
adults, youth, and children. The 
audience is encouraged to seek wis- 
dom, cultural enrichment and intel- 
lectual enhancement by attending 
and participating 

Funded by a generous financial 
gift from the Honorable Daniel 
Appleton White, the White Fund 
Lecture Series has provided cultur- 
alconversation featuring well- 
known lecturers in fields such as 
history, literature, travel, the arts, 
and politics 

The White Fund is collaborat- 
ing with Northern Essex on this 


series. 

For directions to 
NECC's Lawrence 
Extension Campus 


(Louise Haffner Fournier 
Education Center), locat- 
ed at 78-82 Amesbury 
Street, visit the college's 
we, b# sy tusere ‘ 
www.necc.mass.edu and 
click-on maps and direc- 
tions at the top of the 
home page. Parking is 
available behind the 
building. Additional 
parking is available at the 
Buckley Garage which is 
across the street from the 
campus. Parking is free 
to those attending NECC 
events. 

For additional infor- 
mation or to receive a cal- 
endar of upcoming events 
in the White Fund 


Courtesy photo 


Enlightenment Series, Award winning storyteller Judith Black portrays Lucy Stone on 


call 978-556-3700. 


Dec. 12 at 2 p.m. on the Lawrence campus. 


*roy pRive™ 


Nov. 15 to Dec. 15 


Please Drop Off in Box at: 
Behrakis One Stop Center 
| CPAC2 
* PLEASE DO NOT WRAP TOYS 
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WAS IT WORTH IT? SHUTTING 
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AFOR TWO STRAIGHT WEEKS? 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Soft drinks 
6 Kelp, e.g. 
10 Walk in water 
14 Higher in rank 
15 Unflappable 
16 Cries of 
discovery 
17 Boxing legend 
Joe 


18 Clergy figs. 

19 Eye part 

20 Greek cheeses 

21 Skeptic’s retort 

22 See socially 

23 Neck and neck 

25 Desktop file 

27 Big oaf 

30 Sign on a gate 

31 Oak nuts 

32 Preserves 
container 

36 Actor Wallach 

37 Neither fish __ 
fowl 

38 Pub staple 
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4 Pilot from a 44 Bestowed upon 54 Middle East 
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Warm and fuzzy... and foxy! 


Beat the cold and 
winter fashion blues 
in style 


By MELODY MARTINEZ 
Trends Editor 


The time 
has arrived, 
folks. 

Yeo Te 
wearing sweat- 
shirts to bed, 
drinking hot 
cocoa, and 
starting your 
car 15 minutes 
before you 
have to leave for class or work. 

Yep, it's finally cold outside. 
Fall has once and for all arrived — 
the worst part is, it's almost over too 
and before you know it, there will be 
snow on the ground and eggnog in 
the fridge. 

So why am I still seeing flip- 
flops around campus? Is it that some 
of you are impervious to the cold? 
That's simply unheard of. 

Put your boots back on, serious- 
ly. No one wants to see your blue 
toes, because it makes them feel 
even colder. 

And the T-shirts? Tsk. Tsk. I'm 
sorry, but not only is that look out of 
season, but entirely out of good 
taste. If there's one thing that's super 
fashionable, it's taking care of your- 


self and not getting sick. That's why 
I say it's the correct occasion to 
break out your sweaters! 

Yes, I know, most of you prefer 
hoodies, but as an NECC student 
once so controversially stated, 
hoodies are boring! Sweaters and 
cardigans, on the other hand, are tres 
chic! 

You can be sure you'll keep 
warm in a_ stylish over-sized 
sweater. Coordinate it with a sassy 
waist belt and leggings or skinny 
jeans and you're good to go. 

If you don’t know where to start 
on the sweater hunt, look no further 
than a local mall. Avoid all notions 
of holiday sweaters, however. 

Lavish knit decorations are a cry 
for help. If it looks like your grand- 
mother — who still thinks you’re six 
years old — made it for you, run as 
fast as your holiday knees can take 
you in the other direction. 

Leave the pop-up snowmen and 
Saint Nicks for your unfortunate lit- 
tle sister. 

If you’re looking for the perfect 
ensemble for your office party, stay 
away from bright red, frizzy and 
sparkly designs — it’s well under- 
stood that it’s Christmas. We don’t 
need to hear it from a loud sweater. 

Instead, tone down holiday 
sweater madness by sticking with 
simple, classy colors like a gold-col- 
ored shrug or a stylish silver tie over 
a black button-up shirt. 

Simple patterns, on the other 
hand, also make beautiful sweaters. 


Whether its black and white hori- 
zontal stripes, asymmetrical line 
patterns, or carefully repetative 
symbols and designs, you can rest 
assured your choice is still in good 
taste. 

Don’t like sweaters? Perhaps 
they’re too bulky or too itchy? No 
problem. Hook yourself up with a 
tasteful cardigan. The wonderful 
thing about these sweater alterna- 
tives is that you can wear practical- 
ly anything under them and still 
look really good. 

Some of you may be thinking, 
“Yuck. I’d look like an old lady!” 
Not true. Lighten up and see that 
there is an extraordinary array of 
cardigan styles this winter season. 

From basic to fancy to neutral to 
bold — you can find practically 
anthing in your size and style. 

Ladies, if you find youself feel- 
ing plain in a basic cardigan 
sweater, don’t forget that adding 
chunky jelwery like big pearls, 
brooches, or just your favorite 
badges and pins never hurts! 

For all of you chilly men out 
there — wearing a sweatshirt is no 
excuse for looking good. Leave it at 
home for downtime. Neither is a T- 
shirt and pretending that it’s “not 
that cold outside.” 

If your taking your lady or man 
friend out this season, try kicking up 
your outfit with a nice knitted 
sweater. Steer clear of plain designs 
like a stripe across the chest or down 
the arm. V-neck designs are hot this 


year, as well as bold, dark colors 
like navy blue and hunter green. 

There are many alternatives to 
sweaters too! Thermals shirts are no 
longer the “long underwear” of the 
past. Ladies and gentlemen alike can 
keep cozy and trendy in these inex- 
pensive long sleeves. 

Spike up your look by adding a 
classy, tailored vest over your ther- 
mal and perhaps, for the ladies, a 
long owl-pendant necklace or mod- 


Melody Martinez photo 
ern 1920s _ flapper-inspired long 
pearl necklace that you can loop 
around your neck. 

Above all else, remember that 
outerwear is important too. Don’t be 
a dud and sport the shivering coat- 
less, scarfless, gloveless, hatless 
look. 

Cold weather may slightly snub 
your more stylish summer/fall wear, 
but it doesn’t have to threaten your 
health or your winter fashion flare. 


ARIES (March 21- 
2 April 20) Before mid- 
| week, expect key officials 
Artes to require extra paper- 
work, fast revisions or a doubled 
_effort concerning difficult projects. 
Avoid detailed financial documents, 
if possible: complex calculations will 
prove flawed or unreliable. Tuesday 
through Thursday, a friend provides 
unique social insights. Romantic 
promises, unethical triangles and 
group behavior may be a key source 
of controversy. Observations will be 
accurate and revealing: remain calm 
and ask gently probing questions. 


TAURUS (April 21- 

May 20) Loved ones may 

this week challenge your 

Taurus romantic choices or social 
habits. Don't hesitate to defend: over 
the next 12 days, bold family discus- 
sions may be needed to resolve pre- 
viously strained relations. Although 
passions may be high, public criti- 
cism will soon bring lasting resolu- 
tion: stay open and expect slow 
progress. Later this week, a rare 
glimpse into the financial methods or 
philosophy of a trusted mentor is 
available. Study all revelations: 


there's much to learn. 
I] GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) Older friends or 
Gemini relatives will this week 
press for fast business 
decisions. Over the next four days, 
someone close may be strongly moti- 
vated to improve home security. 
Listen for valuable suggestions: cre- 
ative ideas will soon lead to steady 
financial gains and revised career 
goals. After Thursday, romantic tim- 
ing is vital to the success of long- 
term relationships. At present lovers 


and close relatives may be unusually 
sensitive to changed plans or revised 
schedules: remain flexible. 


“a CANCER (June 22- 
 @ July 22) Business partner- 

ships. will soon offer 
cancer unique pathways to suc- 
cess. Carefully consider all propos- 
als: before mid-week financial risk 
and bold career discussions will 
work to your advantage. Some 
Cancerians may also be asked to 
mediate group agreements. If so, 
remain cautious and watch for misin- 
formation: your wisdom will be 
quickly acknowledged. Friday 
through Sunday also highlight minor 
disputes between close friends. 
Avoid open debate, if possible: little 
will be gained. 


JQ, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Rental documents and 
property decisions will 
now require detailed 
preparation. Avoid verbal promises 
and ask for written revisions: after 
Tuesday, authority figures may 
reveal complex rules or unrealistic 
expectations. Refuse to be unnerved. 
Later this week, friends and lovers 
will study your reaction to last- 
minute invitations. Cheerful opti- 
mism and quiet sensitivity will pro- 
vide the desired results: group agree- 
ment and social diplomacy are now 
important to revitalized trust. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Employment 
routines may be unusual- 
ly scattered over the next 
6 days. Calmly follow all last minute 
instructions and, if possible, avoid 
power struggles. Costly errors will 
soon be publicly addressed. 


Virgo 


Horoscopes. 


Authority figures are now easily irri- 
tated with creative comments or sug- 
gestions. Stay quiet. Later this week, 
a long-term relationship may begin 
an intense phase of social ultimatum 
and bold family decision. Let others 
take the lead: your words may be 
quickly challenged. 


Q LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
=. 23) Yesterday's romantic 
Libra promises will now require 
detailed explanation. Re- 
establish key ideas and let loved ones 
witness your devotion: before next 
week emotional insecurity and deep 
feelings of abandonment may prove 
bothersome. Offer your thoughts: 
gentle reassurance is needed. 
Thursday through Saturday accent 
rare job openings and quick financial 
changes. Career expansion will be a 
continuing theme for the next seven 
weeks: expect rapid growth. 


I] SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Group activities 
Scorpio are highly unpredictable 
this week. Arrange impor- 

tant gatherings in advance and expect 
small annoyances: over the next 12 
days, romantic partners may be 
reluctant to provide detailed or accu- 
rate social promises. Carefully con- 
sider ongoing family obligations 
before finalizing plans. After Friday, 
watch also for a close friend to pri- 
vately challenge your business ideas, 
career expectations or financial 
needs. Don't confront: minor ten- 


sions will soon evaporate. 
Workplace instructions 


Ks may this week be mis- 


Sagittaris 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 


leading or poorly timed. Over the 
next eight days, private power strug- 
gles or hidden agendas will derail 
established methods. Avoid public 
discussion and follow group habit: 
by early next week creative agree- 
ments will provide structure. Be 
patient. Wednesday through Friday 
highlight misinformation from 
friends or relatives. Social plans may 
be postponed. If so, ask for meaning- 
ful answers: loved ones will soon 


reveal complex motives. 
© 22-Jan. 20) Family deci- 
sions and lifestyle choices 
J are now almost effortless. 
Over the next few days, 
close friends or relatives may 
demand a reliable outline of long- 
term financial or business goals. 
Before entering into new agreements, 
facts and figures will be publicly 
debated. Don't be shy: increased 
security will soon be the result. After 
Friday, pay special attention to new 
attractions or minor flirtations. Many 
Capricorns may need to establish 
firm boundaries with new friends: 

stay alert. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


WN AQUARIUS (Jan. 
WN 21-Feb. 19) Romantic 
~ overtures are this week 

“i ramacheae) emotionally compelling 
and mildly unethical. Some 
Aquarians may now experience inap- 
propriate flirtations from a colleague 
or friend. Avoid direct confrontation, 
if possible: moody moments and sub- 
tle attractions will soon fade. 
Tuesday through Friday, watch for 
unexpected job opportunities in the 
fields of publishing, media, advertis- 
ing or research. Career expansion 
will be difficult but highly reward- 


ing: thoroughly study all legal or 
financial agreements. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Over the next 
few days, outdated busi- 
ness records may reveal 
costly mistakes. Rare partnerships or 
financial agreements will soon be 
proven unreliable. Study yesterday's 
legal definitions for valuable clues. 
Remain flexible and discuss key 
observations with loved ones: added 
advice will be helpful. After 
Thursday, love relationships may 
experience a brief but dramatic phase 
of emotional negotiations. Lovers 
and close relatives now need to vent 
their feelings: stay balanced. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: 
Close roommates, romantic partners 
or loved ones will press for complex 
family agreements over the next five 
weeks. Revised schedules and cre- 
ative work routines are now an ongo- 
ing theme: expect new habits to soon 
be firmly established. After mid- 
December, several months of mean- 
ingful romantic discussions arrives. 
Watch for key relationships to begin 
an era of detailed home planning and 
passionate sensuality. Early in 2007, 
social expansion will also be highly 
distracting: remain diplomatic and 
carefully consider all controversial 
invitations. Before Feb. 18, emotion- 
al triangles may prove draining: pay 
special attention to private needs of 
others. After mid-April, a brief but 
intense phase of career expansion 
and job opportunity arrives. Respond 
quickly: by May 7, new business 
partnerships will need to be legally 
defined. 
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Farewell to senior; hello to All-American 


In Nationals, 
Wahome surges in 
last mile; Cenower 
puts in strong effort 


By JAY COOREY 
Sports Editor 


In the last 
run of the year 
for the men's 
cross-country 
team, Geoff 
Wahome again 
emerged from 
the pack to put 
together an 
impressive 
run, and with 
it, All-American honors. Wahome 
placed 14th in a field of 126 run- 
ners at the NCJAA Division III 
National Championship in Alfred, 
N.Y. Putting-on the steam after the 


one mile mark, Wahome managed 
to run with a time of 31:04.63 

Also finishing the course, for 
the final time 


as a Knights 
athlete, was 
senior Mike 


Cenower 
Cenower 
had 


season 


has 
issues all 
with 
injuries, but 
has battled 
back to put in 
the effort in a 


program _ that 
has been strug- 
gling to find 
runners. This 


year, only the 

aforementioned two ran all year, a 
big drop-off the that 
NECC fielded on last year’s team. 
the 


from S1X 


Cenower will be resting for 
remainder of the year and concen- 
trating on school and transferring, 


preferably to UMASS Amherst or 


New 


where he may run again. 


the University of Haven, 


“It was a good experience,” 


a GG 


(Geoff) knew that he needed to dig deep 
if his goal of placing 15th was going to 
be a reality. 


-Coach Caputo on Wahome’s late surge 


said Cenower on his experience 
running at Northern Essex. “Coach 
Caputo really tried to rise all the 
potential out of my ability. It was 


just too bad we only had two kids 


on the team.” 
Earlier in the year, he got a first 


degree hamstring strain, and while 
compensating for that injury at the 
District meet, he injured his shin. 
Cenower finished 
112th: (39:04.89) but 
still felt like his work 
paid off as he fought 
through the injury. 

“It wasn't his best 
of the season,” 

cross-country 


race 
said 
coach Dawn Caputo, 
“but he closed out his 
cross-country career 
(at NECC) by putting 
forth a great effort.” 
Wahome fought 
off a tough start to 
gain ground over the 
last four miles of the 
five-mile course. Geoff was in 36th 
place at the one-mile mark but used 
the 1000-meter hill in the fourth 
mile to gain ground. Upon cresting 
the hill, he had gained 14 places 
ranking 22nd. Geoff then used the 
descent to his advantage as he 


cruised past eight runners, and all 
but sealed his All-American status. 

Geoff was running with a heavy 
heart as just two weeks ago, his 
cousin Raban Anthony Kimungu 
was tragically killed in an auto 
accident in Nashua, N.H. Raban, a 
U.S. Marine, had just recently 
returned from Iraq where he was 
struck by a sniper's bullet. Wahome 
dedicated the race to his heroic 
cousin, and thought of him as he 
made his push up the hill 

“He knew that he needed to dig 
deep if his goal of placing 15th was 
going to be a reality,” said Caputo. 
“It's been a tough couple weeks for 
his family.” 

For Geoff, he became the first 
male NECC -cross-country athlete 
All-American in the programs his- 
tory (which began in 1998). The 
Knights did have two honorees last 
year on the girls’ side, as Laura 
Rudd and Megan Lewis placed | lth 
and 14th respectively. 


Another ‘Knight’-mare on the courts 


Bob Knight gets 
bad rap after 
latest ‘tirade’ 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Contributing Reporter 


Hall of Fame coach Bob Knight 
has come up in the news again fora 
bad reason. His latest outburst 
came at the hands of Michael 
Prince in Monday night's game 
against Gardner Webb. During a 
timeout, Knight — Texas Tech's bas- 
ketball head coach — lifted the head 


of Prince when he was not making 
eye contact with him after he had 
made a bad pass 

“I’m sure there have been cases 
where | have done something 
wrong, but this wasn't one of 
them,” Knight said about the 
Monday’s incident. “I flipped his 
chin up and told him to look me in 
the eye.” 

Bob Knight has been in the 
news before for physical abuse to 
his players, most notably at Indiana 
University where he was fired in 
September of 2000 for unaccept- 
able behavior. Texas Tech has cho- 
sen not to take any action on the 
matter and let Knight coach the 


just 


next game on Tuesday. 

Dick Vitale, who covers college 
basketball and announces games, 
had his own opinion, saying that he 
believes that some young players 
don't have as much respect as they 
used to and that Knight was simply 
getting the kid’s attention 
because he had made a bad pass 
and didn't appear focused. Vitale 
has been a reporter for years and he 
basically feels that Knight is an 
emotional man, and that everything 
he does gets blown up because of 
his bad history. 

Vitale said, “I'm surprised we 
are even talking about this.” Vitale 
has a point, because if this were any 


other coach, it wouldn't have been 
made a big deal of at all. 

Knight went on to say, “If 
someone wants to make an issue of 
this then that disappoints me. I'm 
proud of the fact that his parents are 
in total agreement with what I did.” 
Michael Prince’s parents said that 
they are with Knight, and that if 
their son’s head was down while he 
was being disciplined, that they 
would flip it up too. 

Michael agreed with the coach 
as well, agreeing that he should 
have been looking at him. 

Knight's most recent outburst 
on the court was in 1994 while he 
was at Indiana, when he head- 


butted player Sherron Wilkerson. In 
1993, his son — who was a player — 
was screamed at and then kicked 
while heading to the bench. 

Knight is definitely a different 
kind of coach. Most coaches yell or 
glare at their players when some- 
thing goes wrong. His emotions can 
get the best of him and he’ll always 
pay for it later. You could say he 
knows what he is getting into now 
even before it happens. His every 
move is accounted for and exam- 
ined. “I didn’t do anything wrong, 
and I would do it again,” he said. 

That’s good old Bobby Knight. 


Celtics win second straight 


Pierce-led C's surge in sec- 
ond half; improve to 3-6 


BOSTON (AP) — Celtics point guard 
Sebastian Telfair had spent the last few days try- 
ing to downplay the significance of playing 
against his former team for the first time. 

But after recording 15 points and seven 
assists to lead Boston over the Portland Trail 

' Blazers on Friday night, Telfair couldn't help but 
let out a sigh of relief. 

“If felt good,” said Telfair, who was the cen- 
terpiece of an offseason five-player trade that 
sent him from Portland to Boston. “I'd be lying if 
I said it didn't. I wouldn't say it was like revenge 
or anything — I'm not holding a grudge that bad. 
But I'm happy that we went out there and played 
the way we did.” 

Paul Pierce scored 29 points and Wally 
Szcezerbiak added 19 for the Celtics, who have 
won two straight after starting the season 1-6. 

Boston, which outscored Indiana 67-43 in 
the second half of its 114-88 win on Wednesday, 
outscored Portland 68-47 in the second half 
Friday. 

Pierce scored 12 points in the third quarter to 
help the Celtics take a 77-65 lead. Delonte West 
then scored 13 of his 17 points on 5-of-6 shoot- 
ing in the fourth quarter as Boston scored on its 
first 10 possessions of the period to put the game 
out of reach. 

“Really frustrating,” Portland forward Zach 
Randolph said. “We were in the game in the first 
and second quarters. Second half we came out 
and we couldn't bounce back. Pierce came down 
hit big shots, and from there we just fell in the 
hole.” 

None of Boston's starters had to play in the 
fourth quarter, as the Celtics’ second unit pushed 


the lead to 35 at one point. 

Randolph had 23 points and 12 rebounds and 
Ime Udoka added 14 points for the Blazers, who 
have lost four straight after getting off to a sur- 
prising 4-2 start. 

“We're not playing good basketball right 
now,” Portland coach Nate McMillan said. “We 
are giving up points way too easy and then you 
start searching for people that can help you, and 
the only people that can help you are your- 
selves.” 

Telfair, who averaged 8.1 points and 3.5 
assists in two seasons with Portland, helped 
Boston take control early. 

Telfair scored 13 points in the first half as 
Boston jumped out to a 50-43 lead. He had six 
points and three assists in the second quarter as 
Boston outscored Portland 30-23. 

“I was honestly worried about Sebastian 
going into this game because usually young play- 
ers playing against their (former) team want to 
show them they made a mistake,” Boston coach 
Doc Rivers said. “And he didn't do that at all, so 
that was really nice.” 

Pierce's layup with 1:59 remaining in the half 
broke a 39-all tie, then Telfair assisted on 
Szezerbiak's 3-pointer to push the lead to 44-39. 
Boston never trailed again. 

After shooting just 2-of-9 in the first half, 
Randolph scored Portland's first five points of 
the second half to help the Trail Blazers pull 
within 52-51. But Szezerbiak scored seven 
points during an 8-0 mun to help the Celtics 
extend their lead to 60-51. 

The Trail Blazers then clawed back to 62-58 
with 4:36 remaining in the third, but Pierce 
extended Boston's lead with a 3-pointer on the 
other end. 

Boston outscored Portland 41-25 in the 
fourth quarter. 


Wednesday, December 6, 2006 
3:6 PM 
Haverhill Campus 
Sport & Fitness Center Lobby 


Activities includ 


Event open to 
Faculty, Staff, 
Students & 
Children 


Ornament Decorating 
Cookie Decorating 
Reindeer Decorations 
Sock Snowmen 
Penguin Decorations 


Pictures with Santa Star of Davids 


Free refreshments from a variety of cultures 


For more information, contact Student Activities & Orientation at 978/ event is sponsored by Student Activities & Orientation Department, 
part of College Life & Healthy Living Unit, Division of Enrollment Management & Student Services. Support for this event provided by the Athieic & 
Recreation Department, Men's Basketball Team, Women's Basketball Team, Women’s Volleyball Team, Men's Baseball Team Presidential Student 


Ambassadors, and the NECC Student Senate. To request a sign language interpreter, please call 978/556-3897 V/TTY. 
— 
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The 51-Million Dollar Man 


Boston Red Sox win 
rights to Japanese 


star Matsuzaka 


By JAY COOREY 
Sports Editor 


$51.1 million — run that figure 
through your head. If you're a fan of 
baseball, you won’t be too shocked to 
hear that that's the amount of money 
for a star-caliber pitcher in an inflated 
market thin on pitching. Then back up 
and go through that same procedure 
again with the knowledge that that is 
just the price to talk to the player — 
one Daisuke Matsuzaka of Japan, 
quite possibly the most electrifying 
pitcher in Japan, as the Red Sox won 
the rights to negotiate with him for 
the aforementioned astronomical fee. 

So now all there is to ask is why. 


Why would the Sox go to such great 
lengths to talk to a guy about coming 
to Boston, who by some initial pre- 
dictions could command $12 million 
per year? Well, why not? This is a guy 
who could very well be the Ichiro 
Suzuki of pitching — or Hideki Matsui 
if you want to talk east coast. The 
Red Sox needed an in to compete in 
the vastly growing Far East market of 
Japan. 

You've probably seen its effects — 
Ichiro comes to town and the field is 
littered with Japanese reporters and 
photojournalists who take pictures of 
every swing, even in batting practice. 
Perhaps you have been fortunate 
enough to attend a Yankee game at 
Fenway and had an obstructed view 
in the bleachers on account of 
Matsui's at-bats when the photogra- 
phers stand in front of fans to get 
some pictures for the fans back home. 

The move, should the Sox sign 
him, would put Boston's foot in the 
door for marketing opportunities and 


stretch out the fan base, which would 
basically gain those 51 million big 
ones back twofold. 

After last season, it was painfully 
evident that the Red Sox could not 
win with a rotation that is breaking 
down and getting old. Should Boston 
nail Matsuzaka down for a four-year 
deal, it will drastically overhaul a 
rotation that a year ago had three 
pitchers 38 or older (Schilling, 
Wakefield, Wells). With the move of 
Jonathan Papelbon into the rotation, 
the Sox could presumably have three 
pitchers entering their prime years — 
Papelbon (26), Josh Beckett (26) and 
Matsuzaka (26). Basically, Beantown 
will have a solid-looking rotation for 
the next four to five years — assuming 
Beckett comes to form and Papelbon 
shows the same poise that made him 
an All-Star closer. 

So, what if the Sox don't come to 
terms on a contract in the allotted 30 
days they have to sign him? For one, 
Scott Boras’ head will be called for on 


Tracking the NFL 


Playoff picture is 
a bit fuzzy through 


week nine 


By JULIO TEJEDA 
Contributing Reporter 


Week nine in the NFL means 
the halfway point to the end of the 
season, and the playoffs picture 
starts to get clearer for teams. Only 
six teams from each conference 
advance into the playoffs, which 
makes it harder for teams since 
there are 16 teams per conference. 
Four division winners and two 
wildcards berth play in the playoffs 
for each conference, the NFC and 
AFC. 

The New England Patriots, 
Baltimore Ravens, Indianapolis 
Colts and Denver Broncos would 
be the four division winners with 
the San Diego Chargers and New 
York Jets claiming the wildcard 
spots in the AFC if the playoffs 
began today. 

The Patriots at 6-3 have strug- 
gled so far on offense. On defense 
they have only allowed more than 
17 points once, but the offense 
can’t get it clicking at times. If they 
are planning on having any success 
in the playoffs, they ‘need to get 
their offense going since most play- 
offs teams have a good defense. 

The surprising AFC North lead- 
ers Baltimore Ravens have a 7-2 
record in one of the toughest divi- 
sion. To no one’s surprise the 
Ravens have the fifth best rank 
defense allowing 284.1 yards per 
game and 15.2 points per game. 
The big improvement was acquir- 
ing quarterback Steve McNair from 
the Tennessee Titans in the off-sea- 
son; Menair has helped an offense 
that needed a jumpstart from their 
previous years. 

The Colts are running away 
with the AFC South with an unde- 
feated record of 9-0. Indy became 
the first team in NFL history to start 
back-to-back seasons at 9-0, and 
currently have home field advan- 
tage through the playoffs. Peyton 
Manning is having another MVP 
season with 18 TDs, 2527 passing 
yards and a qb rating of 104.5. 
Manning has proved that he can 


still carry the Colts without 
Edgerrin James, who signed with 
Arizona in the off-season. The 
Colts’ weakness is their run defense 
— they have allowed 159.3 rushing 
yards per game, which is last in the 
league, and those numbers will not 
get it done in the playoffs. 

The AFC West leaders are the 
7-2 Denver Broncos. Denver went 
13-3 last season and lost in the AFC 
championship game to the Pittsburg 
Steelers. Denver’s defense ranks 
amongst the top in the league. They 
have the fifth best run defense and 
a league best 12.3 points per game 
allowed. With cornerback Champ 
Bailey, arguably the best at his 
position, they have a good chance 
at shutting down the other team’s 
best receiver. 

San Diego Chargers hold a 
wildcard spot at 7-2. They have the 
same record as Denver, but Denver 
holds the tiebreaker that gives them 
the division. The Chargers have the 
best halfback in the league in 
LaDainian Tomlinson. Tomlinson 
has 932 rushing yards and 16 
touchdowns though the first nine, 
weeks making him a candidate for 
the league’s MVP. 

The last spot in the AFC is cur- 
rently being held by the New York 
Jets. The Jets have had an up and 
down season so far, but they came 
off a week nine victory over New 
England that gives them momen- 
tum heading toward the second half 
of the season. Chad Pennington has 
remained healthy this year, and 
that’s why the Jets are 5-4 through 
the first nine games. 

The New York Giants, Chicago 
Bears, New Orleans, Seattle 
Seahawks, Philadelphia Eagles and 
Atlanta Falcons hold the playoffs 
spots in the NFC. 

The Giants are 6-3 and lead the 
NFC East. Injuries are the Giants’ 
biggest problem. With injuries to 
Michael Strahan, Carlos Emmons 
and Sam Madison it can be a tough 
second half for the Giants. 

The 8-1 Chicago Bears current- 
ly hold home field advantage in the 
NFC after beating the Giants on 
Nov. 12. The Bears’ defense is their 
key to victory, with the reigning 
defensive player of the year in 
Brian Urlacher; the Bears have 


allowed a league best 250.4 yards - 
per game. Rookie Devin Hester © 


from Miami has sparked a plug on 
special teams play including a 108 
yard missed field goal returned for 
a touchdown against New York. 

The 6-3 Saints lead the NFC 
South. The Saints have made an 
impact with rookie. receiver 
Marques Colston, who leads the 
league with 869 receiving yards. 
Colston was at the bottom of the 
draft when the Saints drafted him in 
the last round. New Orleans has 
been in a rebuilding process, and it 
will be great for the city to host a 
playoff game after the miserable 
season they had last year. 

The defending NFC champions 
Seattle Seahawks lead the NFC 
West at 6-3. It’s unbelievable that 
Seattle leads the division after the 
injuries to Pro Bowl-er Matt 
Hasselbeck and last year’s MVP 
Shaun Alexander. Hasselbeck and 
Alexander are scheduled to return 
to the Hineup on Nov. 19, and 
Seattle should-be on cruise control 
after their returns. 

The wildcard spots in the NFC 
are cyrrently being held by the 
Philadelphia Eagles and Atlanta 
Falcons. Philly is trying to get back 
in the playoffs after going 6-10 last 
season and having to deal with 
McNabb’s sports hernia injury and 
the T.O. soap opera. Atlanta has 
struggled and they are going to 
need to step it up or they won’t be 
making the playoffs. Michael Vick 
has had the best passing games of 


‘his career this year, throwing more 


than three touchdowns on back-to- 
back games. Vick needs to run 
more if it means that the Falcons 
are going to win, since his coaches 
are trying to get him to stay in the 
pocket. 

The playoffs don’t start until 
January, and the 12 teams in posi- 
tion right now have the playoffs in 
their road. Whether is the Colts, 
who currently have a nine game 
lead in their division, or the Jets 
who trail New England in the AFC 
East but are barely holding on to 
the last wildcard spot, teams need 
to focus the remainder of the season 
and start playing playoffs football 
right about now. 

Who will make the playoffs? 
It’s too soon to tell, but the season 
is just getting interesting. 


a silver platter by Sox fans every- 
where as the “evil” agent will likely 
be asking for over $50 million over 
four or five seasons — which would 
push the package to over $100 million 
for him to pitch here. Well, if no deal 
is reached, the Sox will if nothing 
more receive their bid money back 
and Matsuzaka will not don a 
Yankees uniform. That in itself is 
good enough news to put a smile on 
their faces. Matsuzaka will return to 
Japan and the process will likely 
repeat next season. Hopefully, the 
bidding doesn't escalate more than 
$50 million. 

In the end, it could cost Boston 
more than $100 million for this guy to 
call Fenway home — more money 
than most teams' entire payrolls, and 
more than maybe two Yankees play- 
ers are making. So is it worth it? 
Only time will tell for sure, but if his 
95+ fastball, his devastating breaking 
pitch, and his mythical “gyro-ball” 
are anything like what we've heard 


from scouts or seen on youtube.com, 
then he could be worth every penny to 
give the rotation some Japanese flair. 


Career stats for Daisuke 
Matsuzaka 


1999- 16-5 2.60 ERA 151 k’s 
2000- 14-7 3.97 ERA 147 k’s 
2001- 15-15 3.60 ERA 214 
k’s 

2002*- 6-2 3.68 ERA 78 k’s 
2003- 16-7 2.83 ERA 215 k’s 
2004*- 10-6 2.90 ERA127 k’s 
2005- 14-13 2.30 ERA 226 
k’s 

2006- 17-5 2.13 ERA 200 k’s 


Numbers in bold denote 
career bests. 


*- injury shortened season 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


QUESTIONS: 


1.) The New York Knicks won the 1969-1970 
NBA championship. That team arguably was the 
smartest in NBA history based on its on-court 
play and post-NBA careers. Name its starting 


five. 


2.) Which Knick won three types of league MVP 
awards during the 1970 season? 


3.) Which Knick from that 1970 championship 
team went on to earn a Ph.D? 


4.) Name the coach of that 1970 Knicks team. 


5.) Which team did the Knicks defeat in the 
NBA Finals for the 1970 championship? 
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Attention to any 
interested track 


athletes 


Spring Track Team will be meeting 
the first week upon returning from 
Christmas break. Any interested ath- 
lete should e-mail coach Dawn 
Caputo at dcaputo@necc.mass.edu 
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‘Rave Reflections 


Music Players 
perform classical 
and original pieces 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The sounds of classical and new- 
age music flooded the Technology 
Center on the Haverhill campus as 
the Essex Chamber Music Players 
(ECMP) performed on Nov. 19. 

Performers included Michael 
Finegold on flute, David Pihl on 
piano and Raphael Popper-Keizer on 
cello. NECC serves as a residency 
for the ECMP. 

The evening began with several 
classical pieces, opening with 
“Sonata for Flute and Piano” by 
French composer Franis Poulenc. 
The sonata featured both Finegold 
and Pihl and included three move- 
ments. The first movement of the 
composition featured a whimsical, 
upbeat tempo, which transitioned 
into a more mellow second move- 
ment and concluded with a lively 
third movement. 

The first piece was followed by 
“Cello Sonata in A Major” by Italian 
composer Luigi Boccerini, which 
featured Popper-Keizer and Pihl. 
Popper-Keizer played with great 
intensity and passion, feeling the 
rhythm throughout his performance. 

The concert served as a premiere 
for Finegold's original composition 
entitled “Rave Reflections.” The 
piece featured all three performers, 


and was a classical interpretation of 


electronic dance music. 

“It annoyed me because of the 
persistent repetitive beat,” Finegold 
said of his initial thoughts on elec- 
tronic music, “but I enjoyed the cre- 
ative electronic sounds.” 

According to Finegold, his piece 
was inspired by “rave music” that 
his daughter often listened to, as well 
as an “industrial-techno” composi- 
tion by former NECC student 
Andrew Hood. 

Hood was a student in Finegold's 
spring 2000 Music Technology: 
Composition course. He created a 
piece entitled “Plain (Vent)” using 
computer software and synthesizers. 
Hood's composition featured a dri- 


ving beat, layered with sounds of 


cymbals, drums and a variety of dis- 
torted effects. 

Hood's composition served as an 
introduction to Finegold's “Rave 
Reflections.” 


eT A eee 


I saw that if ravers could like abstract 


electronic music, maybe they would like a 


piece by me. 


Photo Essay 


premieres at NECC 
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Essex Chamber Music Players (left to right): Michael Finegold, flute, David Pihl, piano, and Raphael Popper- 


Keizer, cello, performing Finegold’s premiere composition of “Rave Reflections.” 


“I find his stuff remarkable,” 
said Finegold of Hood. “He was a 
very talented student.” 

Finegold stated in his introduc- 
tion to “Plain (Vent)” that he origi- 
nally wanted Hood to compose a 
piece that was similar to the work he 
had completed in class, but was 
unable to contact the student. 
Finegold then decided to do the next 
best thing, and compose his own 
classical interpretation of Hood's 
work. 

He described electronic music as 


simply being “a popular outcome of 


the classical development.” 

Finegold worked on his own 
composition from January to 
October of this year. He stated that 
his goal was to make dance music 
“more palatable for an audience.” 

“I saw that if ravers could like 
abstract electronic music, maybe 
they would like a piece by me,” said 
Finegold. 

Finegold's composition, which 
he described as “a labor of love,” 
was a primarily piano-driven piece 


-Michael Finegold 


with layering effects created by the 
flute and cello. 

Although “Rave Reflections” is 
currently performed acoustically, 
Finegold has hopes to one day blend 
electronic and acoustic music to cre- 
ate his own unique style. 

The sounds created by 
each instrument varied 
throughout the piece, often 
transitioning from a cheerful 
melody to a more intense # 
sound. The composition left 
much to the listener's imagi- 
nation, as it lacked the bass 
line that is crucial to elec- 
tronic music. However, 
Finegold's musical inten- 
tions shined through during 
the performance. 

The concert concluded 
with another classicial piece. 
All three musicans took the 
stage once again to perform 
“Trio in G Minor, Op. 63 for 
Flute, Cello and Piano” by 
composer Carl Maria von 

leber. 


The concert was described by 
Finegold as “experimental,” as this 
was the first time the ECMP per- 
formed both music by classical com- 
posers and Finegold’s original con- 
temporary composition inspired by 
electronic music. 


Finegold, artistic director of 
ECMP, founded the musical ensem- 
ble in 1999 along with Pihl. At the 
time, Finegold also served as 
NECC's professor and coordinator of 
music. 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 
Michael Finegold, artistic director of the Essex Chamber 
Music Players, performing “Sonata for Flute and Piano.” 


